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Abstract: Ferdinand de Saussure has proposed two characteristics of the linguistic sing. One is
arbitrariness, the other is the linear nature of the signifier. The development of natural language
processing not only enriches our knowledge and understanding of the linguistic sign but alos is a
challenge for traditional theoretical linguistics. So a new theory of nature of the linguistic sign
should be advanced. Besides the arbitrary nature proposed by Saussure, the author of this paper
puts forward another 7 characteristics of the linguistic sign: stratification, non-monomialness,
discreteness, recursiveness, stochastic, redundancy, fuzziness. In this way, we hope the old theory
of the nature of the linguistic sign proposed by Saussure can be revised..
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